
 
Karen Risch’s latest book, No Individual Heroes: Ouray Mountain Rescue Team, was published 
in August 2018. A 14-year veteran of the team, she lives and works in Ouray. Her lifelong 
backcountry experiences -- hiking and mountaineering -- have proved useful in producing Hiking 
Trails of Ouray County and the Uncompahgre Wilderness Map and Guide and Hiking Ouray 
With Kids – And Everyone Else! for the Ouray Trail Group.  
 
During a professional career of 30 years she taught English and journalism and served as 
Department Chair at Alameda High School in Lakewood, CO. In 1986 she completed her 
doctorate in Eighteenth Century British and American Literature while teaching at the University 
of Denver. 
 
She has lived in Ouray for 25 years, organized and led a women’s hiking group and is Ouray’s 
National Weather Service observer. An avid high altitude gardener, she writes a monthly column 
on weather and gardening for the Ouray County Plaindealer. 
 
She can be reached at rischbk @ gmail .com 

 


